
Accent on Assisting 

November, 2020 
Year 2020, Issue 16 

Hello, my fellow RDAs! Welcome to winter 
and the end of a particularly tumultuous 
year! While none of us could have forecast 
the current pandemic and resulting implica-
tions one year ago, we have all been impact-
ed by COVID-19 in all areas of our lives. 

The Saskatchewan Dental Assistants' Associa-
tion as an organization is also having a signifi-
cant change in 2020. We are bidding farewell 
to Susan Anholt as our Executive Director. 
Susan has served as our ED for the past 39 
years. She has left her indelible mark on our 
organization in many ways. We wish her all 
the best in her retirement! Susan's last day 
with us is November 20, 2020. 

I would also like to welcome Brenda 
Yungwirth as our incoming Executive Direc-
tor. Brenda comes to us with a wealth of ex-
perience and education in the fields of health 
care and human services. She has worked for 
the health region in a rural area; has worked 
for our provincial government in the Minis-
tries of Corrections, and Social Services; and 
has served as the Executive Director for an-
other health care non-profit. We look for-
ward to benefiting from Brenda's broad 
range of skills and experience. Brenda started 
with us on October 15, 2020. 

With the change in Executive Director, we 
will also be undertaking an office move to 
Regina. The office will be moving the week-
end of November 21/22 so please be patient 
with us on November 23 and 24 as we re-
establish our connections and set up our 
office space. 

President’s Message 

Lastly I would like to 
comment on one more 
change within the SDAA 
- the move to more 
online offerings for our 
members. We have 
been providing a solid 
complement of online 
professional develop-
ment options for our 
members so you can 
continue to earn the 
professional develop-
ment credits you need 
for this year. From per-
sonal experience, I can 
attest to the ease and 
convenience of signing 
up for and attending the 
webinars offered. We 
will also be sharing short 
video guides so you can 
each make the most of your SDAA membership by uploading your 
PD credits, completing your renewal form, and paying for your 
2021 membership fees all online, on your own time. 

 Please be aware that licensing fees are increasing in January. The 
annual full practice licence fee will increase from $215 to $225 and 
must be paid in full by January 31, 2021. Non practice fee will in-
crease from $105 to $110. 

2020 will forever be remembered as the year of change; we ex-
pect 2021 will be remembered as the SDAA's year of growth! Stay 
safe and keep moving forward! 

Take care and stay safe! 
Gillian Isabelle, RDA 

Gillian Isabelle, RDA 

SDAA President 
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Special Points of Interest 

• Steps to upload your professional 
development is listed on Page 4. 
We are transitioning to an online 
system, please comply! 

• Good Life Fitness promotional 
information is found on Page 8.  
They have extensive protocols in 
place to keep their members safe 
and healthy. Visit their website to 
inform yourself at: 
www.goodlifefitness.com 
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National Dental Assisting  

Examining Board 
Suite 204—2283 St. Laurent Blvd 

Ottawa ON  K1G 5A2 

 

Phone: (613) 526-3424 

Fax: (613) 526-5560 

email: office@ndaeb.ca 

website: www.ndaeb.ca 

Stephen Grundy 

Chief Administrative Officer 

Saskatchewan 

Dental 

Assistants’ 

Association 

307—845 Broad Street 

Regina SK  S4R 8G9 
Monday  to Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Phone: (306) 252-2769 

Fax: (306) 252-2089 

email: sdaa@sasktel.net 

website: www.sdaa.sk.ca 

STAFF 

ED/Registrar:  Brenda Yungwirth 

PD Coordinator: Jannelle Claypool 

February 5 & 6, 2021—SDAA Council, Saskatoon 

April 23, 2021—SDAA Council, Saskatoon 

April 24, 2021—SDAA AGM, Saskatoon 

November 5 & 6, 2021 —SDAA Council, Regina 

Calendar of Events 

Job Board 
Visit the SDAA website to track 

new job opportunities 

www.sdaa.sk.ca 



SDAA OFFICE HOURS OVER  

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON 

Closing at 4pm on Friday, December 18, 2020 

Reopening on Monday, January 4, 2021 
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Introducing Brenda Yungwirth, Executive Director 

I am very excited to join the SDAA as the 
Executive Director! Your association has 
a number of opportunities in 2021 and 
in the years ahead. I look forward to 
supporting the organization to move for-
ward.  
  
Both my education and work experience 
will support our work, as will my volun-
teer experience. I served as a Public 
Trustee on the Saskatchewan Associa-
tion of Optometrists' Council for 7 years, 
and on the Midwives Association Council 
for 2 years. Understanding the perspec-
tives of other regulatory bodies is help-
ful as we work to increase the profile of 
Registered Dental Assistants. 
  
One of the key opportunities for our 
agency is focusing on communica-
tion, both internally and externally. We 
are working on several ways to hear 
back from our membership as we try to 
ensure you get the most out of your an-
nual registration. Continued online professional de-
velopment offerings will be provided; we will also be 
looking for feedback on the best ways to share infor-
mation with you using social media or other online 
options. Externally one of the top priorities of Coun-
cil is to promote the profession across the province. 
We are moving into a year of growth and transition. 
  
You have a dedicated Council who want to support 

 

you and your work. If you have any comments or 
suggestions you would like to bring forward, please 
do not hesitate to contact me 
at sdaa.ed@sasktel.net.  
  
I sincerely look forward to serving this organization!  

Sincerely, 
Brenda Yungwirth 

SDAA Staff: Brenda Yungwirth (left) and Jannelle Claypool, RDA 

(right) 

mailto:sdaa.ed@sasktel.net


On behalf of the Council and Staff of the SDAA 

we congratulate and thank our members and all of the oral 

health teams who have conscientiously 

 worked through closure, reopening, new protocols  

and have kept the Saskatchewan public safe.  

Retirement of Executive Director/Registrar 
 Susan Anholt 
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P.D. Uploads 

• Certificates from pro-
fessional development 
events should be 
saved in your comput-
er/phone (via down-
load, scan, or photo-
graph). 

• Login to the Member 
Management System, 
click on the link to “PD 
Upload” and the sys-
tem will lead you 
through the upload/
data entry process.  

• Please do not email or 
fax the certificate once 
uploaded as this cre-
ates redundant work 
for our staff.  

• Once the report is up-
loaded, SDAA staff re-
view the upload and 
approved the credits 
as warranted. 

DENTAL SENSE  
CONSULTING 

Cheryl Olberg, RDA is  

working as a  

consultant in  

Saskatoon.  

She is offering a  

human  resources service 

to 

dental offices 

dentalsense4u@yahoo.ca 

I would like to express my 
heartfelt thank you to the 
membership of the Sas-
katchewan Dental Assis-
tants’ Association for the 
relationships that we have 
built over the past thirty-
nine years.  A few of you 
have been with me since I 
was initially hired and 
there is always a pleasura-
ble trip down memory 
lane when I see your name 
on a file or record. 

Dental assisting in Sas-
katchewan has been a 
leader in our profession 
across Canada.  We have 
accomplished self-regulation where others have failed; and not by luck but through 
the blood, sweat and tears of dedicated dental assistants with whom I have had the 
pleasure to work and plan with.  

I have worked with many board of directors in the early years, replaced by an elected 
council following the achievement of status as a regulatory authority.  I have had the 
opportunity to work with many wonderful presidents, who only wanted the best for 
the public and the profession. Thank you to those board members, directors and 
officers who have supported me and have offered wise counsel.  

I believe that as women in a changing world, we hold the awesome responsibility of 
mentoring other women.  I believe that this has been my contribution to the world of 
dental assisting.  

I wish the council and staff every success in the future and I hope that you all took 
note that my facemask matched the floral arrangement.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Susan G, Anholt, RDA, BA 

Gillian Isabelle, RDA (left) presents Susan Anholt, 

RDA, BA (right) with a floral arrangement,  

recognizing her retirement 

mailto:dentalsense4u@yahoo.ca
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Penny Waite Achievement Award 
2020 - Leslie Irwin, RDA 

The Penny Waite Achievement Award is awarded to a dental 
assistant who has made an outstanding contribution to the 
field of dental assisting, the association or the community at 
large. 

It is a pleasure to highlight the illustrious career of Leslie A. 
Irwin. This dental assistant is a leader in education.  For al-
most 30 years, Leslie has contributed substantially to the Col-
lege of Dentistry.  She puts her heart and soul into her career 
and the budding careers of many others.  Her dedication di-
rected her to a leadership role in the implementation of the 
Dental Assisting Program at the College of Dentistry, USASK.  
The program was given accreditation in late 2019 and the 
contributions from Les were a large factor in that achieve-
ment. Throughout her career, she has excelled and has 
earned accolades as dental assistant and as a person of char-
acter.  

Leslie’s career has spanned three decades; she worked in pri-
vate practice from 1986 to 1991 in the capacity of Registered 
Dental/Orthodontic Assistant.  In 1991, Leslie was hired by 
the College of Dentistry, DMD Program where she has as-
sumed many roles which included; chairside RDA for the DMD 
student clinics, Oral Radiology Maxillofacial Departmental 
Assistant, student, staff and faculty axiUm trainer and sup-

port, and Patient Care Coordinator & Pediatric Clinic Administrator.  

Leslie has demonstrated an interest in being a lifelong learner throughout her career, initially graduating from the 
Dental Assisting Certificate Program at Kelsey Institute in 1986; achieving her registration in October of 1986.  She ob-
tained her Orthodontic Assisting Certificate through Kelsey Institute, 1991; Gingival Retraction Cord through Wascana 
Institute, 2007; Mental Health First Aid Certificate Course, November 2017; Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning Domains, 
May 2019; Teaching Excellence Foundations Certificate, December 2019; and is currently enrolled in the USASK Teach-
ing Certificate Course. 

When the dental assistant program began at USASK in August 2018, Leslie became an instructor in the Dental Assisting 
Program as well as serving in the capacity of Assistant Dean without tenure, USASK Certificate in Dental Assisting Pro-
gram from August 2018 to July 2019. Leslie has worked hard to promote dental assisting as a fulfilling career.  Her en-
thusiasm for dental assisting and her positive attitude is shared with the students in the program.  Les is an instructor 
and administrator for the program.  She ensures that the students are learning current techniques and standards.  Les 
works closely with the SDAA to ensure that the program meets provincial and national standards. 

Her current College of Dentistry responsibilities include serving on the College of Dentistry Infection Control Com-
mittee as of September 2018, Dean’s Advisory Group as of January 2019 and member of the Admissions Committee 
for the USASK Dental Assistant Program.  In 2019 Leslie accepted an appointment to the Curriculum and Credentials 
Committee of the Saskatchewan Dental Assistants’ Association. 

The oral health profession in Saskatchewan is stronger today because of the tireless efforts of this talented and ambi-
tious dental assistant. Her contributions have been immeasurable. She has indeed, made a lasting legacy to the profes-
sion, her students, and her colleagues.  Leslie Irvin has used her time, talent, intellect, and personality to make a posi-
tive difference to those around her.  Higher praise is not possible.  

Leslie Irwin, RDA displays the  

Penny Waite Achievement Award 
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PROGRAM UPDATE 

The dental assisting stu-
dents at USASK completed 
their courses at the end of 
September.  The majority 
have registered and li-
cenced immediately and 
are practising in Saskatche-
wan.  

The students at Saskatche-
wan Polytechnic returned in 
September and will com-
plete their course in late 
November.  

NDAEB examinations were 
rescheduled for late Sep-
tember and early December 
to accommodate both sets 
of graduates. 

The Dental Assistant Pro-
gram at Saskatchewan Poly-
technic did not accept a 
student intake for the fall of 
2020.  The Covid-19 pan-
demic created an unman-
ageable challenge for the 
current dental assisting clin-
ic and it became abundant-
ly clear that renovations are 
needed.   

25 Year Service Award Recipients for 2020 

Seeking SDAA Award Nominations 

Carmellie Archer 
Edith Ayuban 
Kerry Baier 
Charlene Brown 
Connie Carter 
Keri Dueck 
Tara Lee Dyck 
Eleanor Grabowski 
Nancy Holma 
Shelly Hutchinson 
Laura Knot 
Tracy Lanaway 

Deborah Lawinger 
Deanna Lockinger 
Stacy Lynnes 
Jodi Nelson 
Erin Osborn 
Twila Pambrun 
Trisha Petracek 
Melonie Schultz 
Margaret Schwark 
Carrie Shumaker 
Andrea Therres-McAvany 
Leanne Vogt 

Please submit your nominations for any SDAA Award. Award criteria is cited 
on the website. Please include a detailed outline which profiles their activities, 
including the worthiness of your nominee. 

If your nominee has had extensive involvement with the SDAA, our staff will 
be pleased to assist you with your application regarding dates, committees, 
etc.   

The deadline for all nominations is February 2, 2021.  In the event that your 
nominee is not selected this year, all nominations will be retained for consid-
eration in subsequent years. 

Penny Waite Achievement Award 
The Marg Steckler Award of Excellence 

Susan Anholt Mentorship Award 
Honorary Life Membership 

Honorary Membership 

Process: Please submit your nominations to the SDAA office by February 2th to 
sdaa@sasktel.net 
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TEAM ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 

The Team Assistance Pro-
gram is a confidential sup-
port program available 
through PAR consultants, 
for dentists and their im-
mediate family members, 
therapists, hygienists, as-
sistants and receptionist.  

Saskatoon 

306-978-8282 
OR 1-877-978-8282  

Regina 

306-352-0680 
OR 1-877-352-0680  

Simply call the PAR office 
and tell them you want to 
discuss the program. Par 
Consultants are trained to 
put you at ease and help 
you  take the next step. If 
you want information on-
ly, the process stops 
there. There is no pres-
sure and no compulsion to 
go further. The consultant 
has no authority over a 
client and can only make 
suggestions or recommen-
dations. It is totally up to 
you. 

The program is funded by 
the College of Dental Sur-
geons of Saskatchewan. 

Funding for additional vis-
its may be available 
through the SDAA. Con-
tact the SDAA office.  

WorkSafe Saskatchewan Online courses 

WorkSafe Saskatchewan offers many training courses online. This means you can 
work on them at your own pace and when it’s convenient for you. This also makes 
it easier to have more of your co-workers trained in the Workplace Hazardous Ma-
terials Information System (WHMIS) and in incident investigation and inspection 
training. 

NOTE:  Successfully completing both the Workplace Incident Investigation 
course and Workplace Inspection Training course provides the equivalent of 
the Level 2 Occupational Health Committee Course. 

Courses include:  
Ergonomics 
Hazard assessment, identification and control 
WHMIS 2015 
Pandemic preparedness 
Psychological health and Safety 
Young worker readiness certificate course 
Workplace Incident Investigation course 
Workplace Inspection Training course 
Workplace Violence and Acts of Aggression 
Violence in the Workplace online courses 

Post Graduate Courses 

Gingival Retraction Cord (DNTL-1602) 

Provisional Crown (DENT-1617) 

Insertion & Carving of Amalgam Restorations  
(DENT-1600) 

Dental Implant Surgery (DNTL-1605 online) 

Dental Implant Prosthetics (DNTL-1607) 

Dental Assisting Re-entry (DNTL-1603) 

Note: all courses are currently postponed. Notice will be provided when registra-
tion reopens. 

Courses for the Dental Aide 

Radiation QA for Dental Offices (Dental Aide) 
(DENT-1618 print/distance) 
registration is open throughout the year 

Dispensary Assistant IPC (Dental Aide) 
(DENT-1622 online) 
registration is open throughout the year 

Please access courses via: https://saskpolytech.ca/programs-and-courses/part-
time-studies/health-sciences.aspx?utm_source=short-url  

http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/workplace-incident-investigation-course/?doing_wp_cron=1589294558.4555420875549316406250
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/workplace-incident-investigation-course/?doing_wp_cron=1589294558.4555420875549316406250
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/workplace-inspection-training-course/?doing_wp_cron=1589294593.2691280841827392578125
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/occupational-health-committee-training/level-2-occupational-health-committee-training/?doing_wp_cron=1589234052.2706890106201171875000
http://www.worksafesask.ca/ergonomics/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/hazard-assessment-identification-and-control-course/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/online-whmis-training/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/pandemic-planning/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/mentalhealth/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/young-worker-readiness-certificate-course/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/workplace-incident-investigation-course/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/training/online-courses/workplace-inspection-training-course/
http://www.worksafesask.ca/prevention/workplace-violence/
http://e1.envoke.com/ct/3968/2057283/735312789/e74f191a0c547581cf78944bc90513a2
https://saskpolytech.ca/programs-and-courses/part-time-studies/health-sciences.aspx?utm_source=short-url
https://saskpolytech.ca/programs-and-courses/part-time-studies/health-sciences.aspx?utm_source=short-url
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